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Progressive Par'y” published in April 1950, just four
months after the founding of the P.P.P. In this state-
ment, the P.P.P. declared — “The People’s Progressive
Party, recognizing that the final abolition of exploita-
tion and oppression, of economic crises and unemploy-
ment and war will be achievied enly by the socialist re-
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organisation of society, pledges itself to the task of win-
ning a free and independent Guiana, of building a just
soctalist society, in which the industries of the country
shali be socially and democratically owned and man-
aged for the common good, a society in which security,
plenty, peace and freedom shall be the heritage of all.”

Then at the Party’s first Congress on April 1, 1951,
the first constitution of the P.P.P. was adopted. One
of the objects stated in the constitution was “To pur-
sue constantly a goal of national self determination and
independence.” And later when a preamble was in-
serted in the Party Constitution it read — “In the firm
belief that the people of British Guiana, like peoples
everywhere, are entitled to the full enjoyment of all
those human rights and fgndamental freedoms often
proclaimed as the common standard of achievement
for all peoples and nations, we, the members of the or-
ganisation hereinafter named, have resolved to com-
hine our efforts to achieve the national independence
of British Guiana, and to secure for all Guianese social
progress and increasingly better standards of life.”

Thus it was that the pursuit of independence for
British Guiana became 2 key objective of the newly
formed Party, This, in itself, was a great step forward.
If we search our historical records, we will not find at
an earlier date the concept of national independence
uttered clearly in these terms.

In 1926 at a Fabour Conference sponsored by the
B.G. Labour Union, the first organised trade union in
B.G. and the Caribbean, Hubert Nathanial Critchlow
went on record as being in favour of universal adult
suffrage. At various times during his long and worthy
career, he advocated adult suffrage. This was one of
the earliest demands for basic constitutional reforms.

The politicians of the 1920’s, J.A. Eleazar, Pat-
rick Dargan, P. N. Browne, A: R, F. Webber, came very
close to this, but did not quite enunciate it fully, They
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The five demands were ignored and the confer-
~ence went ahead without the major party representing
the largest section of the population taking part,

A date was fixed for independence. Despite a
call from the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations
for the release of the d[;tainees and the ending of the
~ emergency, the British and British Guiana governments
. have completely ignored this.

Shortly before independence, the Party leader
wrote in the Party organ “Thunder”, that while the PPP
was happy that the Guyana flag would replace the
Union Jack, it believed that “independence has meaning
not only in symbolic terms. Above all we want also
the substance of independence. The substance has been
denied the Guyanese people”®
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: Full powers have now been transferred to the pup-

pets of the imperialists by a rigged constitutional
arrangement, The imperialists who have a strangle.
- hold on the country’s economy are being further
L strengthened. Independence is being ushered in un-

der a state of emergency. The main purpose is to
ﬁ silence the political opposition and intimidate the work-
; ing class. Persons who have fought vigorously for in-

dependence are held in detention camp. For these
reasons the PPP adopted the slogan “Independence,
. Yes, Celebrations, No”. :

The final chapter is still to be written on the strug-
 gle for the national liberation of Guyana. The strug:
gle against colonialism has ended; the struggle against
| neo-colonialism will now begin.  Cuvanese must re-
solve to bring an end to puppet rule and to fight for gen-
-~ uine political and economic independence.






